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to find him issue forth and yield up his advan-
tage." *

Montaigne describes his house as situated in the
midst of the tumult and trouble of the civil wars;
his province was always the first in arms, and the
last to lay them down. Guyenne and Gascony were
in truth a great wrestling-ground for the rival
factions, and they swayed incalculably hither and
thither In victory or defeat. The greater num-
ber of Montaigne's neighbours were Protestant
gentlemen, and he was known to be a Catholic
and a royalist. He was neither a sceptic without
political convictions, nor a man so indifferent and
egoistic that he could not take a side. It would
have been pleasant, certainly, to do like the pru-
dent old woman and carry one candle to St.
Michael and another to the dragon. Montaigne
would follow the better party even to the fire; but,
if possible, would omit that last disagreeable in-
cident; he would be swallowed up in the public
ruin; but, should there be no need of this, would
be well pleased if fortune saved him; and as
far as duty gave him leave, he did not neglect
self-conservation. If he could escape from a
beating by creeping under a calfskin, he was not,
he confesses, the man to shrink from such a
refuge. These are not heroic utterances; unless,
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